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NOTE FROM MRS FOSTER
Friday 29th October was Halloween in the school and activities were organised for S1 – S3 in the afternoon
by our senior pupils. I’d like to thank them for their efforts – they have put a lot of work into planning and
it went really well. I saw a variety of interesting and inventive costumes around the corridor and there
was a lovely, vibrant atmosphere.
I’d like to update you on staffing. Mrs Siobhan Wilks took up the post of DHT on Wednesday 20 th October
and is already making an impact. Mrs Emma Brown was the preferred candidate for the post of English
Teacher; she is already in school as a supply teacher so there will be a very smooth and seamless
transition into the post. I am also delighted to let you know that we now have an Active School’s
Coordinator in post. Mr Martyn Rae started last week with lots of great ideas to motivate all of the young
people on the island to get more active. We currently still have a vacancy for a Teacher of Religious and
Moral Studies; this should be advertised imminently.
There has been a lot of attention in the media about COP26 and we had a visit from the BBC this week,
as part of a radio programme about environmental initiatives on the Arran. Our pupils spoke very
articulately about projects with COAST and tree planting as well as giving their views on environmental
issues. I hope you managed to hear some of it.
As you know, I firmly believe that partnerships between the school and the community are crucial to our
success. One of the most important partnerships is undoubtedly with parents and a conduit for this is
through the Parent Council. Obviously during lockdown the Council has not been able to meet, but they
are very keen to get up and running again and are looking for more parents to get involved. Please take
some time to read the brief article in this newsletter and if you would like to get involved, let the school
know and we will pass on your details to the Parent Council. I do think that it is very important for us to
see things from a different perspective in order to ensure that we are providing the best educational
experiences for the island’s young people.

NOTE FROM MRS BUNTING
A warm welcome to our first newsletter of this term. I hope everyone had a relaxing break and had a
chance to meet up with friends and family.
Please can I remind everyone that, following the First Minister’s statement last week, the COVID
mitigations in place last term still continue: face coverings must be worn (unless exempt) whilst walking
in the corridors and in class. The only times coverings do not have to be worn is whilst eating and
drinking, playing a musical instrument and in PE. Hands should be regularly sanitised and/or washed.
Lateral Flow tests are available from the school office for pupils to collect, and I would urge you to
encourage your young person to make use of this facility to help us keep our community safe.

NOTE FROM MRS WILKS
I would like to introduce myself..I am Mrs Wilks and I am the new Depute Head Teacher at Arran High
School, Lamlash Primary and Early Years Class. I have come from Highland Council where I was a
Principal Teacher of Support for Learning and a member of the senior management team of a 3-18
campus.
My teaching has included work in early years, primary, secondary and 3-18 campus in rural and urban
areas and on a few island schools too. Prior to this I have worked in early years including roles in
management, lecturing and inspection.
I am delighted to join the team at Arran High School, Lamlash Primary and Early Years and I am looking
forward to getting to know all pupils, staff, parents, partners and the community.
My interests outside school include swimming, reading and long walks on the beach with Mr Wilks and
our Dalmations Cal & Mac.

SQA Update
As the academic session continues, we are receiving update advice from the SQA with regards to
contingency arrangements for next year and staff are busy revisiting Understanding Standards
documentation which exemplify the alterations to National Qualification courses. Senior reports are
currently being compiled and will be issued mid-November.
We intend to run a Prelim diet of exams this session. Exams will run from Monday, 31 st January to
Friday, 11th February. A draft timetable is being compiled at the moment and will be distributed next
month.
In order for the exams to run we need a quorum of invigilators to supervise students. We have some
vacancies which we are keen to fill. Full training is provided. If you would be interested, or know
someone who would be, please can you contact the school office.

Options (2022-23)
An updated options booklet is currently being compiled for distribution to current S2-S5 pupils. This will
provide information of courses which, subject to numbers, will be on offer next academic session.
We are currently waiting advice on the format permitted for an Options Information Evening; last year
this ran virtually. It is hoped to run this, in some format, the week beginning 15 th November.

UNICEF Award
Hello, we are the 3rd prefect group and we are Sid, Milo, Callum, Freya, Andrew and Jemima.
Our primary objective is to gain the Unicef Bronze Award for the school.
We will do this through a combination of fundraisers, trips and training activities for both the students
and teachers of Arran High School to take part in.
We will keep you informed of our upcoming events. If your child has any question about what we are
doing, please ask them to come and speak to one of the prefects.

Annual Data Check Forms
Many thanks to those who have returned all the Annual Data Check forms along with the annual
permissions that we send home every year for you to check and update.
However as of 29th October, 47 of these forms are still outstanding. These forms are very important as
they inform the school of up to date contact details, medical information as appropriate, social media
permissions and permission for local educational excursion trips on the island.
It should be noted that without these forms you child will be unable to take part in activities, particularly
the educational excursions.
So please check your child’s bag, home and if you are not sure, let us know and we will issue you with a
new set for completion. It would be fantastic if we had all information by the in-service day, 15th
November.

Wellbeing Centre Centre
Within the 3-18 campus we have a wellbeing centre to which we have recently appointed the following
staff to manage.

Miss Smith
Most of you know me already, however I thought I would introduce myself in my new role as Nurture
Teacher. Before moving to Arran four years ago, I taught in primary schools for eight years and taught
in a Steiner Kindergarten for two years. I love working at our Lamlash Campus and I’m delighted to be
the nurture teacher for our campus.
When I’m not teaching, I am kept busy with my three children and various pets! I love theatre and
performance and I can’t wait to get the drama clubs up and running again. More info to follow about
this in a later newsletter.

Miss Rodeck
I am Miss Rodeck and I am working as the nurture classroom assistant, alongside Miss Smith. Before
moving to Arran, I lived with my family in Glasgow, working on a conflict resolution programme with
children in primary schools. Since moving to Arran I have spent quite a lot of time homeschooling and I
am excited to be back in school now with the opportunity to help to create a space of wellbeing for the
students.
Out of school, I love to spend time with my son, practice mindfulness and volunteer at the Arran
Pioneer Project’s community garden in Cordon.

Miss Smith is looking for volunteers across S1-6 for the Santa’s Sparkle this year. The event will be held
at the high school on the 27th November. If you are interested in any of the roles below – please get in
touch with Miss Smith or ask your child to sign up on the sheet outside her classroom door (wellbeing
centre).
She is working with Arran Community and Voluntary Service and any hours spent volunteering at, or in
the lead up to the event, will count towards achieving a Saltire Award – pupils will be issued with a
Team Challenge certificate. Please ask them to come and find Miss Smith if they would like any more
information.
Volunteer Roles leading up to the event: Crafting – during lunch club in the wellbeing centre (Mon & Fri)
and after school on a Tuesday. Helping to organise younger volunteers.
Volunteer roles on the day are: Check people in to the event on the door, meet and greet, run a stall,
face painting, lantern making workshop, assist with lantern walk. There *might* be the opportunity to
be an elf for the day, although this depends how many elf costumes she can source over the next few
weeks!

Arran High School Parent Council
Would You Like to be involved with Arran High School’s Parent Council?
What is it?
The Parent Council is a group of parents selected by all parents in the school to represent their views.
Parent Councils have an important role to play in school improvement by ensuring that the parental
perspective is represented and taken into account.
What does the Parent Council do?
The Parent Council will work in partnership with the school to decide on priorities to take forward and
supports the school in developing an important and strong school/home partnership.
Please follow these links for more details:
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/getting-involved/parent-councils/
https://www.connect.scot/application/files/9115/1464/1608/E_PC1_What_is_a_Parent_Council.pdf

Active Schools Co-ordinator
We would like to welcome our new Active Schools Co-ordinator

Hi, my name is Martyn Rae and I am the new Active Schools Coordinator for Arran. I have recently
moved over to the island and can’t wait to get involved in the community! I love to be active and try to
encourage people to have fun and be active - whatever type of sport or physical activity they enjoy.
I can’t wait to offer as many opportunities as possible for the schools in Arran, and I encourage any of
the pupils to come see me with any ideas for clubs etc.
Finally; any volunteers, pupils or parents, would be a great help to try and get sport in the schools, both
in Arran High School and around the island! I look forward to being part of this great island!

Drama
Our after school drama club (every Monday) is lots of fun and we really enjoy learning new skills. Our
group love to improvise - we play a game called Park Bench. Two chairs are set up on stage and two
players sit on them. At first, I would give them a topic to begin such as 'one of you is a cat' or 'you are
on a space ship' or something silly, then the scene can take on all sorts of different directions. Our
group certainly do have excellent imaginations and no longer need a prompt from me. The photos show
our Park Bench game evolving into a group improvisation - it began as a family on holiday in the car,
but took some twists and turns along the way! Improvisation helps to build communication and
listening skills, team working, as well as nourishing the wonderful creativity of our very talented young
people.

Virtual Meet the Expert Sessions
Do you have a specific career in mind? Need some inspiration?
Why not take part in a meet the expert session?
You’ll have the opportunity to ask questions, hear about the role and how to get
there, as well as finding out hints and tips for a career in that sector.
The following meet the expert sessions are available next term. Please see Mrs McGrath if you
would like to sign up.
All sessions are virtual and will run from 9.40am – 10.20am.
Date
4th
November
2021
9th
November
2021

The Expert

Find out more

Dr Catherine Adam
Postdoctoral research fellow
Edinburgh Cancer Research Centre

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1598-virtual-meet-the-expert---cancer-research-ukedinburgh-centre---life--chemical-sciences

Tammy Piper
Tissue Bank Manager
Edinburgh Cancer Research Centre

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1606-virtual-meet-the-expert---cancer-researchcentre-the-university-of-edinburgh---life--chemicalsciences

11th
November
2021
17th
November
2021

Toyin Okpaje
Social worker/link worker/carer
NHS
Dr Ian Simpson
Biomedical Artificial Intelligence
University of Edinburgh

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1620-virtual-meet-the-expert-session---city-ofedinburgh-council--nhs---health--social-care-sector--social-work
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1605-virtual-meet-the-expert---school-ofinformatics-university-of-edinburgh---life--chemicalsciences

24th
November
2021
7th
December
2021

John Thompson
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning
Engineer

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1619-virtual-meet-the-expert--construction-refrigerationair-conditioning-engineer

Dr Douglas McKenzie
Director of Phyco-F (Phycofoods)
Microalgae research

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/marketplace/opportun
ities/1597-virtual-meet-the-expert-session-phyco-f---life-chemical-sciences

BBC Radio Scotland interview

Pupils were interviewed by Gillian Wheelan from the BBC Radio Scotland about climate change and
COP26. The pupils discussed carbon offsetting and the projects they plan to do with local charities in
the community. For example, tree planting with the Arran Community Land Initiative and a seagrass
project with COASTS. Furthermore, they discussed the importance of being a global citizen and doing
their part in reducing their own carbon footprint to help reach the COP26 targets.

Christmas Hamper Raffle
Last year we put together Christmas hampers for a raffle and would like to do the same this year to
raise money for our school fund.
If you would like to donate an item for the hamper. Please pop the item/s into our school office. If we
get enough items, we will make up more than one hamper.
Tickets will be on sale via the new iPay system shortly. £1 per ticket

Last year’s Hampers full of festive goodies 

Halloween
National 5 Practical Cake Craft pupils 2nd assessment 'Halloween Cakes’

We had a very successful Halloween day in the school. Pupils dressed up in Halloween costumes and
raised money for the British Heart Foundation by donating money for dressing up. The amount raised
was £167.01
The S1-S3 pupils took part in a Halloween treasure hunt and quiz this afternoon.

Football
The students selected to represent the school were magnificent yesterday and all had a great day v St
Matthews (with decent weather too!
Girls were defeated 6-1 but we did miss two penalties and score an Own Goal! (Player of the Match Eilidh Kincaid - and goal scorer too)
The boys had a good 8-1 victory- (Pawel G scoring three , Jake Y scoring twice , Lachlan C scoring twice,
and James McC also bagging a goal- some great finishes in there as well- Boys Player of the Match was
Sid Townsend)

PE News
We are happy to announce that lunchtime sports clubs are now back in action. Details of these extracurricular activities can be found on the school website and an extra-curricular timetable has
previously been emailed home.

Miss McGhee's Gymnastics class working hard in PE

Pupils of the Block/Term - great effort, kit every week, high standards met, leadership with kit

iPayImpact
Frequently Asked Questions
1. What will happen to my account balance in my existing ParentPay account?
The balance of any existing ParentPay account that you may hold will be automatically transferred to
your new iPayImpact account. The Balance transfers have been undertaken during the School October
break. You need to activiate your account to be able to see these balances on your child’s account,
although the balance will be sitting on the kitchen system.
2. How do I register for an iPayImpact account?
You will have received a communication from Facilities Management, which includes a Child Account
Reference number (for your child/ren). This letter will also detail how you can access the website and
provides instructions on how to use the website to make payments and review purchase history for your
children. You can also get the reference number from the school to register online at
www.ipayimpact.co.uk












Go to https://www.ipayimpact.co.uk/IPI/
Click on Register
Enter the Child Account Reference – this will be on the letter provided by facilities management
Enter your Username – This is what you will use to login to your account
Enter a VALID email address – this must be valid as it will be used to send your payment receipts
and activation details of your account
Confirm the email address by entering it again
Enter a password that you will remember. Please remember not to give your password details to
anyone else. Your password must have at least one capital letter, one number and one other
character that is not a number or letter
Confirm your password
Complete the Maths Captcha – this ensures human interaction and prevents automated SPAM
registrations
Click on Register

3. When inputting my child’s reference number, it says account not found. How do I resolve this?
This error is received when the account reference number input is incorrect. The account reference
requires to be input exactly as provided, including the ( at the end. Once you have done this, click into
the username field and the Establishment should automatically populate with the name of the school
your child attends. This lets you know that the code has been accepted.
If you continue to receive the error, please contact Facilities Management on: onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com
4. I have not received any communication regarding how to register for the new iPayimpact
system. Who should I contact?
If you have not received any communication regarding this, please contact Facilities Management on:onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com

5. I have not received any communication regarding how to register for the new iPayimpact
system. Who should I contact?
If you have not received any communication regarding this, please contact Facilities Management on:onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com
6. How do I activate my account?
Once you have registered you will receive an email, containing an activation link. Click on the link or
copy and paste the link into your browser and this will activate your account.
7. I am getting an error message when inputting my post code. What is wrong?
Please ensure that the post code is entered using capital letters with a space e.g. KA21 6DG
8. It is not accepting my email address. Why?
The system will accept all valid email addresses and receiving an error re a valid email address indicates
that the e-mail address has been entered incorrectly. Check that upper case letters have not been used
if they should be lower case, especially at the beginning of the address. Check that there are no spaces
either at the beginning or end of the address.
If you continue to receive the error, please contact Facilities Management on: onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com
9. How do I login to my account?


Go to www.ipayimpact.co.uk



Click on Login



Enter your Username



Enter your password



Click Log On

When you first login you will be asked to enter some personal details such as your name and address.
This is to ensure that you don’t have to keep entering these details when making a payment via the secure
site. Please enter these details accurately.
10. How do I link my child/ren(s) accounts to my Account?


Click Child Accounts (from the menu)



Enter the Child Account Reference – this will have been provided centrally for your children



Click on Find Account and School



Click on Link Account

Note: If you have more than one child at the school, repeat the above process by clicking on Link another
account
11. How do I view my child/ren(s) balances, purchases?
When you login, your homepage will display all the relevant information for your child/ren.
12. I have not received any communication regarding how to register for the new iPayimpact
system. Who should I contact?
If you have not received any communication regarding this, please contact Facilities Management on:onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com

13. How do I activate my account?
Once you have registered you will receive an email, containing an activation link. Click on the link or
copy and paste the link into your browser and this will activate your account.
14. I am getting an error message when inputting my post code. What is wrong?
Please ensure that the post code is entered using capital letters with a space e.g. KA21 6DG
15. It is not accepting my email address. Why?
The system will accept all valid email addresses and receiving an error re a valid email address indicates
that the e-mail address has been entered incorrectly. Check that upper case letters have not been used
if they should be lower case, especially at the beginning of the address. Check that there are no spaces
either at the beginning or end of the address.
If you continue to receive the error, please contact Facilities Management on: onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com
16. How do I login to my account?


Go to www.ipayimpact.co.uk



Click on Login



Enter your Username



Enter your password



Click Log On

When you first login you will be asked to enter some personal details such as your name and address.
This is to ensure that you don’t have to keep entering these details when making a payment via the secure
site. Please enter these details accurately.
17. How do I link my child/ren(s) accounts to my Account?


Click Child Accounts (from the menu)



Enter the Child Account Reference – this will have been provided centrally for your children



Click on Find Account and School



Click on Link Account

Note: If you have more than one child at the school, repeat the above process by clicking on Link another
account
18. How do I view my child/ren(s) balances, purchases?
When you login, your homepage will display all the relevant information for your child/ren.
19. I have pre-ordered my child’s meals for the week and when I check my balance, I note that
funds have been debited
When you pre-order, the £2.05 for each meal ordered is deducted from the account. A pre-order can be
cancelled up to 09.30am on the day the order has to be collected.
20. Who do I contact for any other queries?
If you have any other questions, please contact our support team by emailing
onlinecashlessqueries@northayrshirecouncil.onmicrosoft.com

