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Our School 

Arran High School, Lamlash Primary School and Early Years Class (EYC) is situated in Lamlash 

on the east coast of the Isle of Arran.  The school provides education from 3-18 for the 

young people in Lamlash and, being the only High School, provides secondary education for 

all of the young people of secondary school age on the island.  There are six additional 

associated primary schools in the Arran Cluster.  The campus is spread across two buildings 

in very close proximity, with the primary school in the older of the two buildings and the 

High School and Early Years Class in a building which was purpose built in 2008.  The 

facilities are shared by all students. 

Attendance is very good at all stages and is consistently above North Ayrshire and the national 
averages.  The majority of students remain at Arran High School until the end of their sixth 
year. The number of pupil exclusions was zero for 2014-15 session and behaviour across all 
sectors is very good. 

The school has strong and effective links with parents and with the island community.  Arran 
High School, Lamlash Primary School and EYC have very active parent council bodies who 
support the work of the different stages very well by organising events and fundraising 
activities. 

During session 2014-15, Lamlash Primary School and EYC was inspected by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) and received a grading of ‘Good’ in all categories. 

 

School Aims and Values 

Our school exists to provide a safe, happy, aspirational learning environment for every 

young person and to uphold our school values in all aspects of the curriculum.  In doing so 

we provide the opportunity for each individual to express their unique skills, attributes and 

capabilities to achieve at the highest level in all of their endeavours.   

After a consultation process, which took account of the views of all learners, staff, parents 

and our wider community, during session 2014-15, we have identified the following as the 

core values of our school campus. 
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We are beginning to embed our school values into the life, work, policy and practice of the 

school and this process will continue over the coming months and years as we improve, 

renew and refresh our approaches. 
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Particular strengths of the school, including achievements 

 Attainment 

Levels of attainment have traditionally been amongst the best in North Ayrshire and above 

the national average in many aspects and this trend was continued in session 2014-15 with 

a strong performance by students attempting SQA qualifications. 

Attainment improved in all areas and, in particular, 80% of our S4 students successfully 

completed a National 5 qualification in Numeracy and around 66% successfully completed a 

National 5 qualification in Literacy.  Both of these figures were above the local authority 

average.  The performance of students in Numeracy was particularly strong in comparison 

with similar students nationally. 

The proportion of young people attaining one or more Higher award in S5 also increased, 

based upon the previous two years’ performance. 

The proportion of young people gaining Higher awards in S5 having achieved National 5 (or 

equivalent) in S4 also increased based upon previous years’ performance. 

Student performance in Chemistry, Art, Music, English and Hospitality continues to be very 

strong and we are retaining a focus upon increasing the opportunities for youngsters to 

attempt qualifications at the highest level possible. 

Literacy & numeracy levels in Lamlash Primary school at primary 1, 4 and 7 were broadly in 

line with the North Ayrshire average in August 2015.  We continue to have a focus upon 

raising attainment in literacy and numeracy attainment in Lamlash Primary. 

In the EYC, the most of our children were successfully able to demonstrate that they had 

reached their pre-school developmental ‘milestones’ in session 2014-15, providing a sound 

platform upon which to start primary school.   

 

 Ethos 

Students reported through our school evaluation survey in session 2014-15 that they feel 

safe and secure at all stages in the school and that they have positive relationships with staff 

who care for them. 

HMIe Inspectors noted the following strengths in Lamlash Primary School and EYC during 

their inspection in April 2015: 

• The caring and inclusive ethos of the school, its sense of community and very 

positive relationships between staff and children. 

• Partnership working with a wide range of agencies to enhance learning and 

the support for individual children. 



 

Ambition  Belonging   Compassion   Trust  

 

• Children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in areas of science. 

• Effective leadership of the Head Teacher and whole staff team working 

together in taking forward the 3-18 vision of the campus. 

 

‘Mini kickers’, ‘Generation Science’ and learning about our world in the EYC 

 Sport 
 

We are continuing to develop our approach to school sport and have very strong 

links with Active Schools.  Our Active Schools Coordinator supports the development 

of school sport very well.  Session 2014-15 saw many significant achievements by our 

youngsters: 

 

o In the EYC our children have regular fun sports session delivered by our 

Active Schools Co-ordinator and our sixth year ‘Junior Sports Leaders’ from 

the High School. 

 

o In Lamlash Primary, Ciara Wood and James Reid were both crowned North 

Ayrshire Cross Country Champions in 2014-15. 

 

o James Reid also won gold in the long jump and 800 m and Ciara Wood won 

silver in the 800 m at the North Ayrshire Athletics Championships. 

 

o Lamlash Primary School children also had success in the Sportshall Athletics 

Championships, in orienteering and in the Arran Swimming Gala (we now 

have several children representing North Ayrshire Amateur Swim Club). 

 

o Arran High School successfully achieved the Sport Scotland Silver Award for 

School Sport and we plan to apply for our Gold Award in session 2015-16. 

 

o Our High School students continue to have a great deal of success in the 

North Ayrshire Athletics Championships with our students this year winning 3 

gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze medals, which was a fantastic performance for the 

smallest high school in the Local Authority. 
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o We have re-introduced school rugby and football teams in the high school 

and now offer, in partnership with Jog Scotland, a jogging club for girls. 

 

o Our girls’ hockey team this year won the Ardrossan Hockey Club invitational 

tournament, which was a fantastic achievement. 

 

o Arran High School successfully achieved Cycling Scotland’s ‘Cycle Friendly 

Secondary School Award – with Distinction’ and is one of only a handful of 

secondary schools across Scotland to have done so.  We have a vibrant 

Mountain Bike Club and plans to incorporate cycle maintenance into our 

curriculum this session. 

 

AHS mountain biking club, Senior football and our Primary 7 North Ayrshire cross country 

champions! 

 Music 

 
o All Lamlash Primary P5/6 children took part in the ‘Tradfest’ residential 

experience earlier this year, learning traditional Scottish instruments and 

song. 

o S6 student, Iain Clarke, was crowned Rotary Young Musician of the Year. 

o Bethany Walsh, S4, secured a place at the Junior Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland. 

o Arran High School was represented by four members of the North Ayrshire 

Council Concert Band, which won a platinum award at the National Concert 

Band Festival. 

 

Rotary Young Musician of the Year, Enjoying ‘Tradfest’, NAC concert bands performance 
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 Other achievements 
 

o In Lamlash Primary School, our P6/7 class won the Best Primary School Award 

with their wildlife app in the Highlands and Islands Enterprise ‘Apps for Good’ 

competition. 

 
 

Best Primary School - Apps for Good winners 

 

o All P7 students had the opportunity to take part in a cluster residential at 

Arran Outdoor Centre and a Numeracy, Science and RME day as part to the 

P7 transition programme. 

 

o Arran High School students had the opportunity to take part in several 

residential excursions as part of their core curriculum in subjects as diverse as 

Music, Hospitality, Geography and PE as well as many extra-curricular 

opportunities.  In session 2014-15, High School students represented the 

school and the island on excursions to France, Malawi and Norway. 

Community Involvement 

In the EYC we regularly stage ‘Stay & Play’ days for our parents to come in and take part in 

some of the activities with the children.  Feedback from parents tells us that they really 

value the opportunity to see first-hand the learning, which is takin place in the EYC and that 

it helps them build relationships with our EYC staff.  In addition, the children in the EYC learn 

about their local community and the world of work through visits to the fire station and 

lifeboat station as well as visit from the police.  The EYC also raise money for the McMillan 

Cancer charity through a well-supported coffee morning for parents.  

 

In Lamlash Primary, we plan together with community organisations to deliver Forest 

Schools, Arran Outdoor Education Centre (P7 transition and orienteering) our gardening 

project, charity fundraising (most notably Children in Need and Comic Relief) as well as 

education input for all of our primary children from the Community of Arran Seabed Trust 

(COAST). 
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Forest Schools and drumming workshop 

In addition, our children and young people successfully participated in the Arran Burns 

Competition and Arran Music Festival, with the Lamlash Primary School P3-5 class winning 

the best choir performance. 

Some of our S6 students worked on a unique inter-generational project with Mr Garraway, 

our Technical Technician, to build a St Ayles rowing skiff.  The skiff has now been launched 

and will be used for racing against teams across Scotland and we have begun building a 

second boat. 

 

St Ayles Skiff – AHS Intergenerational project 

Arran High School hosted the inaugural Cold Water Islands Conference in March 2015 in 

partnership with Visit Arran and North Ayrshire Council.  Our young people were involved in 

this international conference as delegates, in providing musical entertainment, helping 

registration and conference management and also in assisting with catering and hospitality 

for the event.  The event was a fine example of partnership between the business 

community and the public sector and helped us further develop links with our business 

partners. 

Our Chit Chat Café, in partnership with Alzheimer Scotland, provides a twice weekly music, 

chat, tea and cakes session for local residents of nursing homes and sheltered housing.  This 

initiative is led my sixth year students. 
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YPI winners and a visit from Paralympic athlete Mel Nicholls 

 

 

Strategic priorities from previous session and progress made 

 

 Raising Attainment 

o We have a ‘professional learning team’ of teaching staff who work together 

to improve their practice through engaging with research and professional 

discussion. 

o We are taking a more systematic approach to improving teaching practice 

across the school through observing teachers teach and colleagues sharing 

good practice. 

o SQA examination results improved this year across almost all indicators of 

student performance. 

 

 Improving self-evaluation 

o We have been working to become more consistent in the way we use self-

evaluation to improve the work that we do.  For example, taking into account 

the views of young people in a planned way to improve the service we 

provide. 

o We are developing a ‘coaching approach’ to support the learning and 

development of our staff which includes a yearly review. 

 

 Developing and improving our curriculum 

o New Higher courses have been developed in all faculties and existing national 

courses have been improved in light of further staff development and 

student feedback. 

o The HMIe inspection in the Lamlash primary school and EYC identified areas 

of strength in the curriculum, in particular science.  We have identified 

literacy and numeracy programme as areas for development.  
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Strategic priorities for current session 

The school has, in line with North Ayrshire policy, moved to a 3-year improvement planning 

cycle.  For the period 2015-18, our main priorities are: 

o Raising Attainment for all, with a particular focus upon literacy and numeracy 

at all stages. 

o Improving the quality of learning and teaching. 

o Improving our curriculum to ensure that we meet the needs of all learners, 

with a particular focus upon the primary curriculum this session. 

o Improving the quality of our self-evaluation process and procedures 

o Working together as a school community campus and with our associated 

primary schools to deliver a coherent approach to improving learning 

outcomes from 3-18. 

 

 
 

Derek Mackay MSP with Modern Studies students, ‘Best dish’ in Ayrshire cooking 

competition and Anabelle Goldie MSP visits Lamlash Primary 


